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The Gemara recounts ways in which various Amoraim ex-
pressed their love for Eretz Yisrael:
13y7 DD pWan Xax a7 — R’ Abba kissed the stones® of
Akko.®? mbpnn tpnn kg 939 — R’ Chanina attended to
the obstacles and the unevenness of the roads in Eretz Yisrael.*)
DX 1271 MK 127 — R’ Ami and R’ Assi

xwnwh Xpwm xpwh xemum mnp — used to stand up in the
middle of their Torah studies and move from the sunlight to the
shade in the heat of the summertime and from the shade to the
sunlight in the.cold of the winter. They did this in order to
eliminate any cause for complaint they might have about living in

Eretz Yisrael.®
Gamda rolled

THYR 1AM KTA) 13 kv a — R’ Chiya bar
in the dust [of Eretz Yisrael,] %73, “nxiw

M TIDYTARY MARTNK 1Y — for it is said: “For Your
set:vauts have chfnshed ﬁer stones and favored her dust.””
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ERETS YISRAEL (THE LAND OF ISRAEL)
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The Land of Israel is not something external, not an external
national asset, a means to the end of collective solidarity® and the
strengthening of the nation’s existence, physical or even spiritual.
The Land of Israel is an essential unit bound by the bond-of-life to
the People, united by inner characteristics to its existence. Therefore,
it is impossible to appreciate the content of the sanctity of the Land
of Israel and to actualize the depth of love for her by some rational
human understanding® —only by the spirit of God that is in the soul

of Israel.
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Cbbstone of Rabbi Araam Itzhak HaCohen Kook, at Mount of Olives
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HasHem, your God, to go in His ways and to fear Him. 7 For HasHem, your God, [s bringing
toagoodLand:aLand&zﬁsﬂumofwata; of springs and underground water coming
in valley and mountain| Landofwheal,bnﬂey,gmpe,ﬂg.mdpomegrmau;aw
oil-olives and date-honey; ® a Land where you will eat bread without poverty — you will
nothing there; a Land whose stones are iron and from whose mountains you will mine cop|
10 You will eat and you will be satisfled, and bless HASHEM, your God, for the good [
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With regard to the halakhot of precedence in blessings, the Gemara

relates: Rav Hisda and Rav Hamnuna were sitting at ameal. They
brought dates and pomegranates before them. Rav Hamnuna
took and recited a blessing over the dates first. Rav Hisda said to
him: Does the Master not hold that halakha which Rav Yosef, and
some say Rabbi Yitzhak, said: Each food that precedes the others
in this verse, precedes the others in terms of blessing as well? The
pomegranate precedes the date in that verse.

Rav Hamnuna said to him: This, the date, is mentioned second to
the word land," in the verse: “A land of olive oil and honey;” just
after the olive, and this, the pomegranate, is fifth to the word land.
Rav Hisda said to him admiringly: Who will give us iron legs that
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